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Yankee 

They had. a fight in Washington 
Concerning isolation* 

They threw ten thousand off 
relief 

To unify the nation. 

Ca3h and carry is the plan 
Better than embargo• 

Neutral does as neutral can, 
But do not let the war go. 

We're a peaceful nation, hoys, 

Our Uncle Sam has said it. 

We will not fight for vulgar 
cash, 

If Uncle holds the credit. 

Have a nice munitions boom, 

The bosses are in clover 
The prices rising to the skies 
On pay-day we'll be sober. 


DOODLE 1940 

A moderated appetite 
Has Uncle Sam for conquest. 

He only wants the Eastern world 
To add it to his own west. ' 

Keep the rate of profit up, 
Munition deals are dandy. 

And if you have to smash a 
strike, 

The FBI is handy. 

The banker is a sterling man 
Although his burden's heavy. 

He won't inflict on us the curse 
Of scooping up the gravy. 

When the revolution comes, 
Compassion is in order. 

We'll give him 15 bucks a 
month, 

To keep the parks in order. 


/ \ 

YOU CAN DO irQ 

READ 
SPREAD 
SUBSCRIBE 
WRITE FOR 

WORKERS 

BANNER 

WHY WAIT? 

V____/ 
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The Soviet Union is in clanger. Erom her 'ally-' Germany to the 
•'peace-loving-' U.3. every nation is working for intervention against 
the workers’ state. r Aiile the Soviets are weakened, by Stalinist 
treachery and. bourgeois counter-revolution within, our bosses are 
watching their chance to grab off rich territory, as in 1919. 

While workers abroad are shot and gassed, cur :i neutral :l bosses 
take the excuse to jack up prices, put in worse speed-up, Taylor-ize 
and Bedeau-ize their factories even further. 

U.S. ;l democracy 1 prepares for war. Labor rights are attacked. 
Ecreign-born workers are under EBI surveillance. While they fight 
among themselves about 1940, Roosevelt and McCormick, Dewey and Dies 
have a hand-in-glove national unity against labor. 

Boss rule means regimentation, starvation, death. How shall we 
fight the boss offensive? 

EXTEND THE OCTO B f R REVOLUTlON 

Defend the Soviet U nion - Send aid to those Soviet workers who fight 
against the bosses and their agents; no aid to the treacherous Stal¬ 
inist burocracy. Defend the Soviet Union by direct action against 
our U.S. bosses. Stop U.S. intervention by strikes and demonstrat¬ 
ions. The best defense of the Soviet Union is to spread the October 
Revolution throughout the world! 

Action - Demand rising wages tc meet the rising cost of living. De¬ 
mand a curb on speed-up and over-time. Demand full relief for all 
jobless. Keep our right tc organize and strike. And enforce these 
demands with direct action - strikes and demonstrations. 

Unity in Action - Eight to unite the union movement, unite employed 
and unemployed in militant action. Build joint councils of all wor¬ 
kers in craft-divided industries. Build left wings in the unions, 
against the burocrats who disrupt labor. Create mass councils a- 
gainat the war drive. 

Revolutio n ary Action - Spread this fight into a fight against capit¬ 
alism. End bosses' war by turning it into a war against our own 
boss class. End unemployment and misery by workers’ control of pro¬ 
duction under a government of workers' councils. 

Build the Revolutionary Pa rty - Against the boss center, a workers' 
leadership. Unite the revolutionists in struggle, on the Marxist 
program of world revolution. Join and build the Communist ’Yorkers 
Group, that fights for this party and program. 
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T'S A STRANGE WAR 

WILL THEY ATTACK THE U.S.S.R? 


In every capitalist country, the world bourgeoisie is heating 
the drum fcr attack on the Soviet Union. Britain and Italy have 
sent airplanes and ammunition to Finland. The French government has 
announced its support of the Finns. Germany, officially an ally of 
the Soviet Union, has been knifing her in the backs The Turkish go¬ 
vernment recently protested against the anti-Russian agitation of 
the Germans in Turkey. The League of Nations - strangely silent 
when Hitler invaded Poland - has been revived to condemn the "Russi- 
an invasion” of Finland. Rumors are circulating in the capitals of 
the western imperialists of moves to call off the war in favor of a 
joint attack on the Soviet Union. 


Leading all the rest, is the United States. By diplomat¬ 
ic notes and official statements, the weight of the government was 
thrown against the Soviet Union. U.3. imperialism has been ready to 
use a Hazi-USSR bloc against Great Britain - her main imperialist 
rival. Nevertheless, she stands to gain nothing by the strengthen¬ 
ing of the Workers 1 State. Because that would make it even harder 
to use the Soviet Union for U.S. ends. On the other hand, a joint- 
war by the imperialists against the Soviet Union would give the U.S. 
a golden opportunity tc seize a base in Asia. 

Fcr these reasons, the U.S. is doing everything it can tc de¬ 
feat the Soviet troops and stop the Russian-Finnish war. She offer¬ 
ed to negotiate the conflict. Now the Reconstruction Finance Corpo¬ 
ration is to lend 010,000,000 to Finland for the purchase of U.S war 
supplies* The press is rabid against the Soviet Union, depicting 
blazing towns in the wake of the Soviet bombers. According to re¬ 
ports in the Chicago "Daily News”, these blazing towns resulted fr 
Finnish military orders. 

ANTI-SOVIET DRIVE 


Needless to say, this interventionist drive is not occasioned 
by the imperialists’ love fcr the independence of small nations. 
For 22 years, the existence of the Soviet Union has been a thorn in 
their side, a threat to their rule at home and in the colonies. The 
Workers State, with the aid of the world proletariat, broke the imp¬ 
erialists’ teeth in their first attempt to crush it, and forced them 
tc leave off their open military attack. 

Defeated, they bided their time and husbanded their resources 
fcr a mere favorable opportunity. Today, it is not the Soviet-Finn- 
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ish war alone which occasions the interventionist drive. The Work¬ 
ers State has been weakened from within by the reformist Stalinists 
and the newly strengthened bourgeois stratum. 

The treacherous abandonment of the defense of the Workers State 
by the reformist and centrist labor leaders; the growing tendency in 
the labor movement to regard the Soviet Union as a capitalist .state; 
the revisionist policy of the Stalinist parties in China, England, 
Germany, France, Spain and the colonies; the smallness of the Marx¬ 
ist force - Because of all this, today the Soviet Union stands isol¬ 
ated, weakened and ripe for attack by the world imperialists. 

The war has greatly heightened the class conflicts within the 
USSR. The pressure of world imperialism against Russia, and the un¬ 
dermining by the bourgeois stratum within, strengthened each other 
and drove the reformist Stalinist burocracy rightward at an ever-i¬ 
ncreasing pace. 

There was nothing new in principle in the pact with Germany. 
Years before, the French communists 1 ' voted for war credits for 
French imperialism, following the Stalin - Laval pact. That no war 
resulted from this aid offered to French imperialism, wasnt the 
Stalinists' fault. 

POLAND A_N_D FINLAND 

The most important feature is that with the involvement of the 
USSR in the war, the bourgeois force was strengthened and enabled to 
come out more openly. The march into Poland saw the generals, domi¬ 
nated by the bourgeois stratum, using the Red Army to shoot down Po¬ 
lish revolutionists and Red Army rank and file who were doing away 
with police chiefs, landlords and bourgeoisie. 

The treaties with Ssthonia, Latvia and Lithuania were accompan¬ 
ied by the imprisonment of the local Stalinists in these countries. 
Squeezed between the world imperialists and the counter-revolution¬ 
ary bourgeois stratum within, the Stalinist burocracy wants to ex¬ 
tend its base. But every move it makes aids the bourgeois force to 
increase its power and influence. The only way out is to mobilize 
the working masses against the imperialists and their arm in the So¬ 
viet Union. But of such revolutionary action, the Stalinists - like 
all reformists - are incapable. 

A period of open civil war in the Soviet Union is approaching, 
World imperialism must intervene in support of the bourgeois stratum 
when such an event breaks out. It cannot afford to let slip such a 
favorable opportunity t for smashing the Workers State. But the impe¬ 
rialist conflicts caused by capitalist decay, place great obstacles 
in the path of their unity of action against the Soviets. 

Finland was haggling secretly with Wall St. bankers for a 10 
million dollar loan in the period preceding the outbreak of the Rus- 
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si an-Finnish war. Finland, since the first World War, has been undo 
er England's thumb (41$ of Finnish experts went to England, currency 
was tied to the pound). The outbreak of war and consequent isola¬ 
tion of Finland gave U.S. imperialism a chance to grab control. 
What better way than a loan with conditions attached which would 
give Wall St, the inside track? But evidently these vital condi¬ 
tions could not be won, so the loan was not made until after the 
outbreak of the war. 

This Anglo-American conflict is one of the stumbling blocks a- 
mong the imperialist nations to united action against the USSR. 

SIRUGG/f VS. NAZIS 

In Germany, the conditions for a revolutionary situation are 
fast developing. Tight-belted German economy has been further 
strained by the war. Consumers' goods are strictly rationed. The 
population as a whole must live on rations little better than the 
starvation relief levels in the U.S. Among the Czechs, there have 
been several nationalist demonstrations despite Nazi terror. Resis¬ 
tance to war-time hours and conditions i3 developing among the work¬ 
ers. 


In the ruling class, a split is developing, fostered by the 
pressure of the workers, the situation in the USSR, and the Anglo- 
American conflict. Troops were concentrated for a drive on Holland. 
Then, evidently, plans were suddenly changed and no drive material¬ 
ized. 


The English are loth to ally themselves with the present group 
in power in Germany, even for a drive against the Soviet Union. 
They fear that the U.S. would get the lion's share of the spoils, 
because cf the tie-ups of the present group in control of Germany. 
Rumors are circulating in all the imperialist capitals of a project¬ 
ed change in the German government, the abandonment cf the current 
imperialist war, and a joint drive against Russia. 

This changing cf horses in midstream in Germany increases the 
chances of a German revolution. The already seething masses may be 
set in motion by the split in the ruling class. Yet it is demanded 
by England as a condition for stopping the war. The German work¬ 
ers are a stumbling block for imperialism. We see again that the 
best defense of the Soviet Union is the pressure of workers against 
their imperialist masters, 

WORLD REVOLT AHEAD 

AH the imperialists fear the revolutionary consequences of a 
war against the Workers State. 

The workers' answer to the interventionist drive must be to in¬ 
crease this fear until the imperialists dare not move against the 
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to concretize the struggle resulted in its breaking up. The Commun- 
iat Workers Group proposals to fight for workers 1 rights of free as¬ 
sembly, press and speech, for all war funds to the unemployed, ag¬ 
ainst militarization of industry, against CCC, ROTC and CIZTC and for 
strikes of munition shipments, was voted down. Instead, the majori¬ 
ty reaffirmed its basis; •'...7e fight for the overthrow of U.3. cap¬ 
italism before, during and after the U.S. enters the war. 1 ' It be¬ 
came apparent that the majority of the group would not take action, 
and limited itself to meetings. The C.7G therefore broke from this 
talk shop and condemned its sectarian course. 

In New York, one outdoor meeting was held by a united front 
organized there. Following the meeting, the groups supporting the 
slogan of revolutionary defeatism in Russia broke away because this 
demand was not included, and the 2 RWLs dropped out on -tactic¬ 
al" grounds. The CWG and Socialist Union Party are working together 
to rebuild the united front there. 

There i3 a basis for anti-war action. A broad united front of 
workers’ organizations must and can be built. But it can only be 
built on a line of concrete action against the war drive. 


I STRANGE WAR 

^ ‘ '■ - “ " 

| (Continued from p. 4) 

r Soviet Union* Strikes and stoppages must be organized to prevent 

shipment of war materials to be used against the USSR. Demonstra¬ 
tions for defense of the USSR by extending the October Revolution 
must be organized. The second imperialist war must be brought to a 
close by the workers themselves turning the imperialist war into a 
; civil war against the imperialists at home. 

, In the countries into which the Red Army marches, the workers, 

l and peasants must fight to carry thru the social revolution. In 

this fight, they will be opposed not only by the local bourgeoisie, 
but also by the Russian bourgeois stratum and the Stalinists, not to 
mention revisionists of all other shades. Their fight can only be 
successful if it is part of the fight for a New Communist Party in 
the Soviet Union, for a political revolution to clean out the bour¬ 
geois stratum and the Stalinists, re-build the Soviets, democratize 
the Red Army, 

To lead the workers of the world in revolutionary struggle ag¬ 
ainst the imperialist slaughter and interventionism, a 4th Commun— 
ist International based on the principles of Marxism must be built. 
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5 GET 50 t A DAY 


US. KEEPS BASE TO ATTACK ASIA COLONIES 


"Asia" magazine for September carried material which blasts 
open the U.S. stake in the Philippine Islands. As present and po¬ 
tential supplier of war materials, the Philippines rank sixth in the 
world. A majority cf the 42 base metals are in the Philippine Is¬ 
lands. In the last war the U.S. had to pay $200 and $400 a ton for 
chromite and ferromanganese. The Philippine deposits, with easy ac¬ 
cessibility and low operating cost make it possible to procure them 
at one-tenth that price. 

And the base metal industry v;ould be non-competitive with U.S. 
industry. The United States supplies cf chromite, manganese, tin 
and tungsten are inadequate. A warning note is sounded by "Asia". 
The bulk of these metals are going to Japan now. Tho President Que¬ 
zon has refused a Japanese offer to develop the industry, individual 
Japanese companies are in the field. At present, the U.S. is using 
Japan '3 need of metals to build up the industry for its own war pur¬ 
poses. 

The text-books say that "we went into the Philippines to civil¬ 
ize our little brown brothers." What are the facts? U.S. imperial¬ 
ism has pitted group against group, religion against religion. The 
Balatoc Mining Co. was accused of firing 9 employees because they 
married Filipinos. It has exploited the masses ruthlessly. To¬ 
day, it is transforming the islands into an immense munitions dump 
for the coming struggle in Asia. 

U.S. Won't Let Go 


It is on this basis that the question of independence is decid¬ 
ed. The discussion as to whether the Filipinos are ready to govern 
themselves is the window-dressing. ITc matter what reason is offered, 
the U.S., which is feverishly preparing to enter the war, will not 
relinquish such a strategic position in the Far East. 

Unless the workers and peasants chase them out. The U.S. capi¬ 
talists have gone into the Philippines, taken over most of the ind¬ 
ustry and wrung super-profits from the workers and peasants. They 
have extracted raw materials and sold back the finished product at a 
profit. 

The Philippines are America's Ho. 1 market for galvaniz¬ 
ed iron, sheet metal, explosives. The islands furnish the U.S with 
essential oils which they buy back in the form of soap. They produce 
4 of the 7 million tons of sugar which the U.S. consumes. Altogeth¬ 
er, Philippine-United States trade is 200 million dollars a year. 
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Yet in April, Pre3. Quezon declared that if every foot of ara¬ 
ble land were distributed and the tenants made landowners, the con¬ 
ditions would not be greatly alleviated* The income of workers 
and peasants, he said, was too low to allow substantial improvement. 
Where labor is organized, the average wage appears to be 1 peso or 
50 cents a day. 

The local government, under the guidance of US imperialism, has 
attempted to smash every struggle for better conditions. When the 
workers of the Sugar Central and the Arayat Sugar Co. in Pampagna, 
and the Anatarnok nine workers in Baguio, struck last March, the go¬ 
vernment was on the spot. The Court of Industrial Relations much 
like the NLRB here, ordered the workers to return to work or forfeit 
their jobs. The following month, it was decreed that all strikes 
called before grievances were presented to the Labor Dept, would be 
broken by force. In May, the Industrial Relations Board dismissed 
a claim against the Sugar Co., refusing to reinstate the strikers. 


Keep 'Em Dcwn 


In spite of betrayal, in spite of all the instruments used a- 
gainst them, the workers continue to fight, starving peasants were 
seizing the crops. The government had to announce that gathering of 
armed men would be dispersed. Recently, compulsory military train¬ 
ing was extended to all colleges, because school heads complained 
that students preferred the schools which did not provide it. 


The workers and peasants are leaderless. The Socialist, Cala, 
urged the reelection of Quezon. This liberal New Deal president a 
la Roosevelt is Wall Street's office boy. He doesn't want independ¬ 
ence for the Philippines. He humbly offers as an argument for the 
US tc keep the islands, that there is no ''Philippine labor problem" 
in the US, since it has graciously placed restrictions on Philippine 
immigration. The Communist Party has whole-heartedly supported U.S. 
imperialism in the Philippines, directing its propaganda against Ja¬ 
pan. The president of the Philippine Labor Union says that the Phi¬ 
lippines should stay under the United States because of the former's 
dependence - until they can stand alone. Nabong, head of the Sakdal 
party of Nueva Ecija and Capadocia, also endorsed Quezon. 


Knock U.S. Bases Out 


There have been 2 big uprisings in the Philippines - the Cclcr- 
ums at the head in 1931 and the Sakdals in 1934-35. Ramos, one 
of the leaders of the Sakdals was sentenced for his participation in 
the '35 rebellion recently. They can happen again. But no national 
peasant party (like the Sakdal) can lead them to success. Today, 
every existing political force is supporting imperialism. The 
one force capable of doing something else will be a political party 
organized cn the basis of opyositicn to capitalism and the struggle 
for its overthrow. 

(Continued at bottom of p. 8) 
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OHIO JOBLES S FIGH T TO EAT 

Under the screen of a phoney 'job boom 1 ', U.S. bosses seized the 
opportunity to slash relief further. Chicago tests demonstrated the 
Chicago relief diet to fall below the sub-living standard cf the Na¬ 
zi civilian rations. Medical authorities predicted a wave of dis¬ 
ease epidemics as winter hits under-nourished workers. 

Meanwhile, the entire state cf Ohio was struck by a relief cri¬ 
sis. One family of 5 was reported living on cornmeal and coffee, 
while 16,000 jobless were cut off even the cornmeal-lists of the re¬ 
lief rolls. Pretext for the crisis was a dispute between Ohio cit¬ 
ies and Gov. Sricker over whether funds should come from city or 
state. 

Cleveland workers responded by mass demonstrations at City Hall 
demanding relief and taking over a Council session, and forced the 
Federal government to promise at least a little more surplus commod¬ 
ities and WPA jobs. 

Unfortunately, despite long-existing militancy of Ohio unemplow 
yed, Cleveland workers have been unable to build permanent and well- 
based unemployed organizations, and to spread the campaign through¬ 
out Ohio. For a systematic and organized drive for relief, Cleve¬ 
land rank-and-file unemployed will have to build militant unemployed 
organizations on a solid, long-term basis. 


FILIPINO WAGES 


(Continued from p* 7) 

The national bourgeoisie is heart and soul with U.S. imperial¬ 
ism. The petty-bourgeoisie who are squeezed out of economy can lead 
only backwards* It is the colonial workers who must give the lead¬ 
ership. The task of the workers and peasants of the Philippine Is¬ 
lands is to fight for complete independence from U.S. imperialism. 
Tc march separately and strike together with the national bourgeois¬ 
ie. To fight against the militarism, wage cuts, peonage. 


On the success cf this struggle depends the struggle cf the U 
3 workers against the war, A successful rising against L T .S. imperi¬ 
alism in the colonies would knock one of its main war bases from 
under it. U.S. workers in their struggle against war cannot succeed 
unless they set in motion the colonial workers. Free the Philippine 
Islands from U.S. imperialism! 


■‘In view of the democracies' firm attitude to the papal initiat¬ 
ive, it is unlikely that Mussolini...will provoke a cessation of 
hostilities" (Chi, News). Comrades bosses, don’t be provoked! 



WORKERS BANNER' 


9 






DJ. OPENS UP ON BUILDING TRADES UNIONS 


With indictments of union leaders in Washington, Cleveland, Pitts¬ 
burgh and St Louis, the Department of Justice drive against "monopo- 
ly :l in the building trades got under way. Carefully organized under 
"liberal" Thurman Arnold, the campaign netted arrests, not only of a 
few contractors and suppliers, but of ranking officians in the Pain¬ 
ters, Carpenters, Electricians and Teamsters Unions, and has assumed 
the proportions of a mass drive against the AFL backbone. 

In a smoke-screen letter, Arnold has laid down the U.S. case. The 
drive, he declared, is against monopoly price control which raises 
prices, especially in housing. There will be no interference with 
"legitimate labor aims" ? such as union standards or collective bar¬ 
gaining, but only with indefensible practices like the jurisdiction¬ 
al strike or union price-fixing. Unfortunately for himself, Arnold 
showed in his book "Folklore of Capitalism", that the defining or 
regulation of "legitimate labor aims" is the pretext for strike¬ 
breaking in the courts. 

Furthermore, the first case to arise, the arrest of O'Brien and 3 o- 
ther Teamsters' officials, reveals the real plans. In Washington, 
contractors took advantage of a dispute between Teamsters and Engin¬ 
eers, to hire Engineers Union men at lower wages and conditions to 
drive ready-mixed concrete trucks. The Teamsters demanded a con¬ 
tract containing union conditions and struck those contractors who 
refused to sign. At once, the Justice Department stepped in, ar¬ 
resting the union leaders for "conspiracy in restraint of trade". 
The U.S. broke a bona-fide strike for higher wages and conditions. 

Carpenters' Head Arrested 


In the St Louis arrest of Hutchinson of the Carpenters on anti-trust 
charges, the jurisdictional fight between Carpenters and Machinists 
is used to mask Arnold's drive. The Anheuser-Dusch brewery "sett¬ 
led" the dispute by firing the Carpenters Union members. When the 
Carpenters retaliated by calling for a boycott of Anheusbr-Busch un¬ 
til their members were taken back, arrests for "conspiracy in re¬ 
straint of trade" followed. A fight against firing union men. is now 
illegal. 

Anheuser-Busch has been the center of court action against the Team¬ 
sters as well. In the long dispute between Brewery and Teamsters 
Unions over beer-truck drivers, the bosses stepped in and got in¬ 
junctions against the Teamsters in Detroit and St Louis. Working 
thru the Brewery Workers heads, the owners carried the AFL decision 
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in favor of the truck drivers into the Federal courts and managed to 
enjoin the AFL from carrying out its own decisions. The Federal at¬ 
tack on "price-fixing 1 ' in Chicago milk further hit the Teamsters, 
a3 several local leaders were indicted. 

In all cf these cases, the same essential is found: dragging intern¬ 
al union affairs into the Federal courts. The employer can bring 
in a dual or fake union, sign a "contract" undercutting the union 
scale, with the U.S. standing by to protect him. Once a "contract" 
is signed, union action is a "jurisdictional dispute" and a "con¬ 
spiracy in restraint of trade". 

Attack Carefully Planned 

The ground has been carefully laid for this drive. Anti-strike laws 
in Oregon, Wisconsin and elsewhere outlaw the sympathy and jurisdic¬ 
tional strike. The WPA and Chrysler-Detroit struggles have introdu¬ 
ced the FBI as a strike-breaking agency, giving the Justice Depart¬ 
ment a national police-force to operate thru. 

The Building unions are particularly vulnerable. They run to a 
large extent on the fact that they are strong national outfits fa¬ 
cing comparatively weak and localized employers. The new situation 
leaves them divided before a united national agency. The craft div¬ 
ision of the Building Trades Department makes sympathy strikes the 
only way of getting united action under the present craft set-up. 

Arnold's drive is aimed directly at smashing the'building unions. 
Labor activity already labelled as "restraint of trade" includes ac¬ 
tion for union standards, union contract and against firing union 
men. The government whitewash fades to the flimsy excuse that it is 
acting to lower the price of housing and relieve the housing short¬ 
age. This is a rotten lie* 

go Solution For Housing Under Bosses 

It is correct that construction contractors, supply companies and 
architects' firms are linked in price-fixing combines. The buro- 

crats of the building workers leadership 
have allowed their unions to be drawn 
into the mess. But the U.S. drive will 
not end this, ncr vail it solve the hou¬ 
sing shortage for low-income groups. 

In Britain, unions are curbed, sympathy 
strikes are outlawed directly; the big 
bosses have cut graft among the little 
fellows down to a minimum. Has this 
solved the housing problem, or even made 
progress toward a solution? Up to 1937, 
Britain had thrown $45,000,000, over and 


Reaction's oldest lie:] 
! That building workers 
| profiteer on the rest of 
labor, collect outrage¬ 
ous wages. 

Actually, because of the 
j short season, an average 
i building worker's income 
does not exceed $1400 a 

year. 
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above capital returned, to keep London housing alone at a hare mini¬ 
mum. In Birmingham, municipal housing authorities have had to build 
50,000 municipal houses. On a total capital commitment of 37,000- 
000 pounds, the total return from all sources is less than 1%» 

Moreover, public housing is financed at especially low rates, due to 
direct financing and government credit. It buys in quantity, gets 
special rates. Rental presents fewer problems. If the total return 
were realizable to jjrivate investors and divided among contractors, 
banks and final mortgage holders, the return would not be l/lO of 1% 
Capitalists will not invest in far safer projects at higher rates of 
return; what chance is there of an upturn in housing investment? 

None, and the U.S. knows it. The network of federal agencies is 
subsidizing a dying industry, with "housing authorities' 1 stepping in 
where private interests collapse completely. The Citizens Housing 
Council of New York has given the show away. It states bluntly that 
a national housing program is needed to avoid revolution against 
"our free institutions' 1 and to prepare for war building . 

The last war required building of plants, shifting of masses of wor¬ 
kers. Around the Camden shipyards alone, whole new towns were built 
and even larger developments took place along Long Island Sound. 
U.S. entry into the new war will require far greater expansion. On 
the Pacific Coast, aircraft plants have already outrun their present 
plant and are preparing vast expansion to handle foreign orders. 

Uar building won’t solve the housing shortage. On the contrary, the 
U.S. has taken steps to see that the housing shortage remains. Eor 
every housing project backed by U.S. funds, an equal amount of dwel¬ 
ling space must be demolished. Billed as "slum prevention", this 
guaranteed shortage and high rent returns,. 


Nursing The far Bat] 


Every nation nurses the housing industry along, because it is an es¬ 
sential part of war industry. Since housing is a total bankrupt, 
the government must finance it, get it into decent shape for war and 
guarantee profits to the building bosses. The U.S. has not touched 
the banks and loan companies that reap the final profits from build¬ 
ing; it is a drive to keep the little contractors in line and smash 
labor standards. It is a drive to see that the U.S. gets war cheap. 


In the face of the drive, the union leadership has fallen down 100% 
Tobin of the Teamsters replied to the drive by booming EPR for a 3rd 
term - apparently in the hope of buying him off. The AEL is making 
a purely legal fight, although the scales are weighed against it in 
the courts from the word "go". The CIO is using the drive to conti¬ 
nue the chiseling back and forth that has already weakened the union 
movement, and there are rumors of a renewed CIO drive into construc¬ 
tion. 
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The AEL leadership, burocratized and up to its neck in deals with 
the bosses, cannot meet the situation. At the same time, Green ap¬ 
plauds the drive against CIO "reds", and Lewis cheers on Murphy a- 
gainst AFL "racketeers". So far from ending the craft division that 
leaves them wide open, the leaders welcome each others' difficulties 
to chisel in and collect another hatful of dues. Most important of 
all, they support the very war drive for whose sake they are being 
smashed. Tobin whoops it up against Russia in the Teamsters Magaz¬ 
ine . at the very time when the U.S. smashes his union in prepara¬ 
tion for anti-Soviet intervention. 

Effective struggle against the union-smashers must come from the 
rank-and-file. The answer to the outlawry of the sympathetic strike 
is local mass councils of building workers, taking direct action to 
safeguard their conditions and defend the right to strike. The ans¬ 
wer tG the union burocracy is the building of left wings in the lo¬ 
cals, and their uniting into a national left wing on a platform of 
direct action. Mas3 action is needed to clean out the unions of col¬ 
laboration with contractors, inter-union scabbing, and prepare the 
workers for a counter-offensive. 

Same Drive Against Jobless 

The government has given us an ultimatum. The Hatch Act declares 
unemployed action a conspiracy against relief; the anti-trust drive 
makes union action a conspiracy in restraint of trade. And it in¬ 
tends to enforce this to the ip.iIt • Workers of all industries and on 
relief face the same struggle, a fight for the elementary rights and 
standards of labor, and a fight against the war drive. For prepara¬ 
tion fcr war is the root of the bosses' union smashing, and workers 
can strike back best by blows against the war. 

We must not be divided in action! The poorly-housed can expect no¬ 
thing from smashed building trades standards, except worse housing. 
The jobless can see in Minneapolis today what their national fate 
will be, if Arnold-Murphy put their plans across. Against the uni¬ 
ted boss offensive, a united workers front! 

U AW SELL-OUT IN O-TRYSLER STRIKE 

After a 7-week struggle Tn "wHich. workers eff-ectively slowed 
down and then stopped Chrysler production, UAW-CIO officials signed 
an agreement omitting the union shop, the main demand, and signing 
away the right to slow down against the speed-up, or to strike in a- 
ny v/ay during the duration of the contract. 

During the strike, Chrysler workers, backed by the workers in 
ether autG plants throughout Detroit, put up a magnificent struggle 
despite the Thomases and Frankensteens. Will they knuckle under to 
war tempo because the Thomases and Frankensteens unlimbered their 
pens fcr another sell-out? We think not . 
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What will war he like over here? A few details from ‘democrat- 
ic ;i Britain, on workers 1 life behind the front* At the Chertley mu¬ 
nitions plant, largest shell-leading plant in the world, regimenta¬ 
tion is in full foree. For 12,000 workers, there are 1,000 special 
guards. Besides this, workers are divided into squads of 7, with a 
squad leader who must submit a written report each week on each of 
the workers under him. These groups of 7 work apart, eat apart from 
each other and are not permitted to talk to each other. Workers who 
meet each other in the streets of the town are astonished to find 
that they work in the same department. 

’.Thy the caution? Further reports tell us that Irish national¬ 
ists in Britain haven’t fallen for the ‘'democratic war 1 ' and are 
keeping up their activity. Workers, disgusted with profiteering, 
high coat of living, war-time suppression of news, are grumbling. 
At one Midlands aircraft plant, a Chi. Times report states, “The ma¬ 
sters federation decreed that workers couldn't leave one plant for 
another.. .They blacklisted a dozen \7orkers v/ho had violated this 
rule. Resentment flared, and the shop stewards, against the orders 
of the union heads, issued a strike call. At the 11th hour, a com¬ 
promise was reached. But the temper remains touchy,“ Remarkable, 
how these workers do object tc being starved, isn't it? 

The same report continues that l/3 cf the shop stewards (who 
are elected directly by the workers in each department) are either 
“Communists or revolutionary Socialists-', and that all the stewards 
are more radical than the union heads. While it may not take much 
leftism tc send the Times ' hair up on end, it is certain that the 
workers are fighting for decent conditions and intend to go on. We 
can take a good tip from the British workers and organize militantly 
now before the U.S. enters the war, against war-time regimentation 
and chiseling on our conditions. 


Jay Franklin, New Deal columnist, wonders why the U.S. Army has 
suppressed all information about the manufacture and use of the 
Garand semiautomatic rifle, when the same info has been publicly 
released in the reports of the Mouse hearing cn the military ap¬ 
propriations. 

Well, it just might be that the government doesn't want workers 
to know that, besides paying for a profit and materials for the 
manufacturer, it is also setting him up in business, providing 
the funds for him to buy tools and equipment as welli 
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1Q0Q0 SEAMDfNEUTR A LIZ ED' 

Characteristic militancy of the rank-and-file and zig-zagging 
of union heads featured the marine situation. Closely following on 
the Embargo Bill, the U.S. Bines and other maritime concerns propos¬ 
ed to transfer ships to the Panama flag and take on Panama crews. 
Such ships, though US-owned and operated, would not be subject to 
U.S. provisions, and could carry munitions thru the war zone. The 
plan has the government's official green light and will be pushed 
forward. First victims will be approximately 10,000 U.S. seamen, 
fired and replaced by cheaper-paid labor, at an immense saving for 
ship magnates. 

After a preliminary threat to ;, park 10,000 sailers on the White 
House porch", if the plan went thru, NMU head Joe Curran arrived at 
the White House and was quickly soothed down. He left, saying that 
things weren't so bad after all, since the government was going to 
admit the fired seamen to the Coast Guard-run merchant marine train¬ 
ing schools. The Washington march was again called off, 

Fink Schools And Concentration Camps 

Once back home, Curran found a bonfire lit under him by milit¬ 
ant sailors, who curse the training schools on good grounds. The 
government-controlled schools are organized perfectly to act as mil- 
itarizors and scab-herders, and turn the merchant marine into a sol¬ 
id military unit for the coming war. Further, the :)36 monthly paid 
to seamen m the school isn’t even a good joke for supporting a fam¬ 
ily. 


Before workers' action, the NMU leaders again became "militant" 
and workers' demonstrations have proceeded in Hew York and other 
East Coast centers. On the West Coast, a strike of local coastwise 
shipping drew the long-battling Firemen's and Sailors' unions into 
joint action. 

Back of the marine situation lies an ancient treachery of the 
union burocrats, common to both the AFL and CIO outfits today. The 
marine industry is truly international. Not only is the volume of 
trade between nations; but the same outfit may own or operate ships 
under a dozen different flags, with as many different nationalities 
in the crew. Instead of the real answer - an international union of 
marine workers demanding equal conditions for workers, whatever the 
vessel's registry - misleaders turned the union fight to "American- 
crev/s for American ships,' - ' etc. Ship owners have long known ways to 
frustrate this by trick registries, and leave the marine workers di¬ 
vided among themselves. 


Side by side in the Chi News "The federal government is about to 
move in and clean up hbre"; "Gamblers Await Go-Ahead Signal...." 
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AFL AND CIO CONVENTIONS PLEDGE — 

NATIONAL UNITY 

The annual conventions of the AFL and CIO, attended for the 
most part by hand-picked delegates, reflected in no way the resent¬ 
ment of the workers against war-drive speed-up, repression and high 
cost of living. The AFL convention was featured by the fight of the 
Brewers against the Teamsters for control of beer-truck drivers - an 
exceptionally dirty fight in which the Brewers Union tie-up to the 
beer barons and the Teamsters' heads' systematic disruption were 
fully aifed. The International Typographical Union was expelled for 
non-payment of the anti-CIO per capita, a step that may disorganize 
the powerful Printing Trades department. 

The CIO convention wa3 headlined by the beginning of a Lewis 
purge of Stalinists, heralded with •'critical' 1 glee by Trotskyites 
and lOOfj support by Socialists and such "anti-authoritarians :l • What 
the purge can develop into was shown all too clearly in Detroit when 
the preacher-fascist Norris organized vigilantes under the anti-Sta¬ 
lin banner, for use against all workers' organizations, 

Expulsion of workers for political reasons weakens unionism, 
whether it's Stalinists or anti-Stalinists who get the axe. The Old 
and New Deals alike, Green and now Lewis, have used anti-Stalinism 
as a cover for beheading militant movements since long ago, Whoever 
does it, the bosses scoop in the gravy. 

While turning a slightly-cool shoulder to this FDR proposal or 
that, AFL and CIO leaders alike declared their readiness to support 
the government in case of war. Shortly before, it is reported that 
AFL and CIO leaders had been called in by the War Department to go 
over the H-Day plans. Both alike declared their horror, said the 
plans meant the extinction of organized labor - and proposed no act¬ 
ion against the plans. 

UNITED ACTION MARKS NEW LABOR FIGHT 


Growing boss terror on the one hand, and a resurgence of indus¬ 
trial workers' action on the other, featured the past period as it 
became apparent that the "war boom" means more profits for the boss 
and faster speed-up and higher prices for the worker. First victims 
of "war-time reemployment" included not only 10,000 seamen, but 2800 
N.Y, transit workers scheduled for the "New War" axe. 

In Minneapolis where the FBI continued its frame-up on WPA mil¬ 
itants j in Chicago, where Dies "investigated" the PWOC on the eve of 
the Armour elections in Iowa, where 5 more criminal syndicalism in¬ 
dictments were made - U.S. bosses continued their anti-labor cam¬ 
paign to prepare industry fGr war, 

Except for the marine workers' response to the training-school 

(Continued on p. 17) 
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Led to support the last war by false promises of freedom and 
fake slogans of peace, workers today are more wary. 

/ l\l P)l A In t ^ le last war as The New Statesman says, "...Mr. Gandhi 
/ /V Ul r> forgot his pacifism and recruited for us, and Indians 
braved the cold of Flanders and the heat of Mesopotamia." For this, 
India was premised Home Rule - which she didn't get. Today, Britain 
imposes emergency measures without consulting provincial governments^ 
And this time, the Indian masses protest. Mr. Gandhi hasn't changed. 
In fact his National Congress Party has practically asked England to 
call the issue democracy, and to promise immediate home rule, so it 
can supert the war. But neither Gandhi nor the Congress Party ar e 
India. Were it not for the masses, both would have rushed to the 
colors long ago. 

-y cnur\ C / rW/A IS I A Mutin l e9 Were reported in the army. 1500 
v j L{Jvn n Czechs demonstrated in Prague, celebrat¬ 
ing Czechoslovakia's foundation. They had Nazi troopers and police 
down on them; 12 were executed, and today the universities are 
closed, demonstrations forbidden. 

A I i f? A I IA ^ en federal Cabinet invested itself with "em- 
AUj I l\ H L IM ergency powers", the Labor Council Secretary issued 
a statement: The trade union movement protested vigorously against 
such action, and insisted that war emergency was no excuse for aban¬ 
doning democratic rights. 

C'FQ AAA l\l Y stor l es are told of sabotage, walkouts, discontent. 
vjl /V / Hitler was nearly bombed. The German working class is 
re-organizing itself, beginning a struggle against the war. Recent¬ 
ly a peculiar law was passed. The death penalty for use of pistols 
in crimes was applied to criminals offering armed resistance or att ¬ 
acking pursuers . Perhaps the ruling 'class fears an armed working 
class? 


FRANCE 

ly. It has 
the movies. 


Anti-war leaflets are being distributed in Paris and 
surrounding provinces. Arrests for this occur frequent- 
been reported that Daladier's picture is often hissed in 


Tn PDMTn LsLte3t news is 2 groups of soldiers who staged a 
/ UKU/V / W g i.t-down against the rotten war diet. This was an ac¬ 
tion against the war, just as much as were Austrian and Czech mutin¬ 
ies. Despite propaganda about national unity and Germany as the 
main enemy, these soldiers decided that decent conditions for them¬ 
selves were more important than the imperialist war. P.S. - They 
got better rations. 
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ID l\l Eas1: Ind ian seamen refused to sail unless they got 
LW/v Ls kJIv double pay for the war risk. They said the same thing: 
Before your interests, come our interests, and we'll fight for them. 

These may be small attempts. But the workers know what they 
are doing. The Indian masses haven't forgotten the massacre of 1200 
by the British in 1919, The Czech and German workers see daily what 
awaits those who protest. The Canadian soldiers know the penalty for 
strike in the army. If the workers protest in spite of this, it is 
because they see that the enemy is not the fellow in the other tren¬ 
ches. Every time a worker says, "My conditions come first, the war 
is second", the capitalist class trembles. Because this is the be¬ 
ginning and the essence of revolutionary defeatism. The next step 
will be, The main enemy is at home] Turn the imperialist war into a 
civil war i 


UNITY IN L ABOUR FIGHT 

{Continued from P. 15) 

swindle, workers' political reaction was slight. Anti-labor bills, 
the Building Trades frame-up, the relief slashes were allowed to 
pass with little trouble. On the industrial field, however, econom¬ 
ic action became sharper as workers reacted to speed-up and high 
cost of living. 


Workers' pressure forced some measure of unity in action be¬ 
tween warring unions, both in We3t Coast shipping, and in Illinois 
coal, where the UMW backed up the Progressive Miners in their fight 
against the Superior Coal Co. and for the release of long-imprisoned 
miners, receiving in return the promise of PMA support in its own 
battles. Erom Iowa, joint AEL-CIO action against the "criminal syn¬ 
dicalism" drive was reported under way. 

Labor Eaces Pitched Battle 


In the fights forthcoming, bosses will drag out the big guns 
Anti-labor court and federal action is spreading. To the extent 
that labor militants can make the workers' fight a fight against war 
and the war-makers, labor can be successful. The AEL-CIO misleaders 
are showing up as aides to the war-mongers when allowed to be, and 
spineless jellyfish when the bosses spit in their faces. The fight 
for a national union left wing must be revived and carried forward. 

Capitalism is bankrupt. The auto, building, marine industries 
whine that they can't pay a living wage, and the government's idea 
of aid to the nation is high-class scab-herding. Let's take them at 
their word - throw them and their system into the ashcan as a bunch 
of decaying incompetents] The fight for decent conditions is the 
fight for a workers' state] 
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DIES 


TROTS 

STAR 


WITNESS 


Scarcely a month ago, Leon Trotsky appeared in the public eye. 
Telegrams from all countries greeted the birthday of the :, unshakable 
enemy of capitalism'*• Today, he is back in the news in another role. 
Leon Trotsky once Bolshevik leader, once leader of the Russian Op¬ 
position, will appear as a voluntary witness before the Dies Commit¬ 
tee, to testify on the role and history of Stalinism. With him, the 
Mexican Trotskyite leader Rivera will tell the Dies Committee of 
Stalinist ''plots*' in Latin America. 


When a worker is dragged before a capitalist court, and has to 
testify, he uses that court as a tribunal to attack the bosses. He 
doesn't go before boss courts and investigations to expose other la¬ 
bor organizations, good or bad. And most especially, he doesn't go 
there voluntarily to freely offer the bosses information. 


The Stalinist Party is a reformist outfit, with all the treach¬ 
ery that goes with it. It has roused more workers' hostility than 
any other such outfit. And for that very reason, every bourgeoa 
and every labor skate spreads the whitewash of ''Against Stalinist 
treachery" to cover his own knife in the back. Green and Lewis are 
driving against all militants under the anti-Stalin banner, and the 
Trotskyites, when they call on the workers to “drive out the Stalin¬ 
ists themselves", are simply calling on the workers to do the union 
splitting instead of Lewis and Green. 


Under the slogan of anti-Stalinism, U.S. bosses organize for 
intervention against the Soviet state# Under that banner, the Soc¬ 
ialists nestle cosily in their masters' arms* And today the Trot¬ 
skyites march to imperialism's aid under the same banner. To "ex¬ 
pose the traitors", Trotsky will turn informer to Dies' witches 
cauldron. But stooling is stooling, no matter what outfit you in¬ 
form on. Collaboration with the bosses against Stalinism is no bet¬ 
ter, no worse than collaboration against unions or Trotskyites. It 
is treachery, pure and simple. 

Treachery spreads. In Belgium, when the bosses cracked down, 
the Belgian Trotskyite leader, Dauge, turned in Vereeclcen, dissident 
Trotskyite, to the cops* Another leader, Auquier, turned informer 
on his own comrade, Hols. Under this smokescreen, the Trotskyite 
leadership has proposed to issue a paper "purged" of anything offen¬ 
sive to Belgian capitalism. 

Are militant rank-and-file workers in favor of this? Are they 
for red-baiting, collaboration with the bosses? Do the crimes comm¬ 
itted by Stalinism excuse the crimes of Trotskyism? Workers must 
pretest against this policy, and demand an end to red-baiting under 
any pretextl 
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Though Chamberlain’s war aims may he hidden, the British Labor 
Party has stated its war program in full. British labor, says Labor 
Party spokesman, H. J. Laski, is fighting for a United States of E- 
urope. And it has a blueprint for the union. Following the war, 
there is to be a peace conference, which will call a conference, 
which will find ways and means of - uniting Europe? No, of calling 
another conference. The United States of Europe would, of course, 
continue to rule a colonial empire :, for the natives’ own gcod". 

In the face of this balderdash, British labor grows ever more 
leery of the war. Pacifist societies are reaping a harvest. The 
Independent Labor Party, which was preparing to re-enter the Labor 
Party, has swung with the workers' temper and is taking up : 'indepen- 
dent 1 ' existence in one of the pacifist united fronts. In a Scotch 
by-election, the Labor-Liberal-Conservative candidate got only half 
of last election's vote, while a pacifist received 1000 votes, in 
spite of war-time terror and surveillance. 



Prom "IV Internacional", Mexico City, we learn of war-time at¬ 
rocities in "democratic" Prance. Comrade Ferjari, a young Tunisian 
arrested for giving out leaflets for the release of political pris¬ 
oners, was subjected to unbearable torture. When brutal beating 
failed to force confession, his hands were subjected to electric 
shock discharges for 5 minutes at a time. Finally, he was strung up 
with wire until he lost consciousness, French and colonial workers 
will yet give "democratic !l torturers of Daladier the payment they so 
well deserve. 



Faced by the destruction of its base in the Soviet Union, Stal¬ 
inism has turned !, left ! '. The new turn includes pacifism in the Al¬ 
lied Powers, a renewed campaign of opposition in Germany and verbal 
resistance to FDR in the U.S. Carried out by reformist log-rolling, 
the clumsy burocratic turn has rallied few if any workers. In De¬ 
troit, and the Northwest, reaction has been able to rally Polish and 
Finnish workers to smash Stalinist meetings, with •'democratic" re¬ 
formers doing the scalping in the unions and in outfits like the New 
York American Labor Party, The fight to rally workers to the defen¬ 
se of the Soviet Union will be made by revolutionary Marxists and a- 
gainst the opposition of Stalinism, 


Returning good for evil, the Canadian CIO Council, persecuted 
in the strikes of a year ago, voted support to Canada in the war 
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Militarization of industry is now going on, turning industrial 
plants over from peace-time production to munitions production. All 
v/orkers are listed by Social Security, so that they can be drafted, 
replaced, shifted around when war comes. Industry is sped-up and 
rationalized to war tempo. Relief funds are cut, to give huge sub¬ 
sidies to munitions manufacturers. 

What does it mean for us? A rise in the cost of living, as 
more and more plantB turn from making necessities of life to making 
means of death. A straight-jacket in the factories: when war comes, 
workers will be brought before court-martial for daring to protest 
against speed-up or demand decent v/ages. Killing speed-up in mills 
and factories, to produce goods at war rates. The militarization of 
industry means more starvation, more exhaustion. Labor can be put 
under active conscription, and strikes punished as mutiny. 

The fight against industrial militarization must go on, if we 
are to keep our conditions and rights even on the present lousy lev¬ 
el. That fight is a struggle to organize in the factories, against 
the speed-up, and to fight the high cost of living by strikes and 
action for higher v/ages. It is a fight for workers* rights, against 
the raiding of v/orkers* offices, against the fingerprinting of labor 
leaders, against the anti-strike laws. It is a fight against the 
giant v/ar budget. 


United Action Against Boss ¥ar 

Workers of all political views can unite for aotion - organize 
tion of strikes, demonstrations, picket-lines. United fronts and 
Y/orkers* committees can be built. But from the first, it will be a 
struggle against the U.S. imperialist government* 

U.S. bosses must turn the country into one big war machine, cut 
workers* standards to pay for war, and gag us so that we can't pro¬ 
test, That’s the only way they can win the war that they are plan¬ 
ning, They will use their G-men, their local and state cops, and if 
necessary the army, to force the v/orkers to swallow the war drive. 

So we must prepare to fight up and down the line. Our strikes 
and demonstrations must spread into mass action against the draft, 
strikes against war in the munitions plants, and fraternization at 
the front when the U.S. goes into war. That is revolutionary def¬ 
eatism - defeating our enemy, the U.S. bosses, regardless cf whether 
or not the :l enemy* gains temporarily by it. That is the way to 
build the organs and the workers action that can turn the imperial¬ 
ist war into a war against the capitalists, a revolution for a gov¬ 
ernment of v/orkers* councils. 









